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302.1 Occupancy classification. Occupancy classification is

the formal designation of the primary purpose of the building,

structure or portion thereof. Structures shall be classified into

one or more of the occupancy groups listed in this section

based on the nature of the hazards and risks to building occupants

generally associated with the intended purpose of the

building or structure. An area, room or space that is intended

to be occupied at different times for different purposes shall

comply with all applicable requirements associated with such

potential multipurpose. Structures containing multiple occupancy

groups shall comply with Section 508. Where a structure

is proposed for a purpose that is not specifically listed in

this section, such structure shall be classified in the occupancy

it most nearly resembles based on the fire safety and

relative hazard. Occupied roofs shall be classified in the

group that the occupancy most nearly resembles, according to

the fire safety and relative hazard, and shall comply with Section

503.1.4.

CHAPTER 3 – OCCUPIED ROOFS

Change: 2018 provided multiple clarifications regrading occupied roof spaces.

The first clarification specifies the required classification of the space based on

The life safety and relative hazard associated with the rooftop activities.



303.4 Assembly Group A-3. Group A-3 occupancy 

includes assembly uses intended for worship, recreation 

or amusement and other assembly uses not classified 

elsewhere in Group A including, but not limited to:

303.4 Assembly Group A-3

Greenhouses for the conservation and exhibition of 

plants that provide public access.

309.1 Mercantile Group M

Greenhouses for display and sale of plants that 

provide public access.

CHAPTER 3 - GREENHOUSES

Change: 2018 IBC provided two clarifications regarding occupied greenhouses

And the distinct differences between the classifications and the intended uses.



304.1 Business Group B. Business Group B occupancy

includes, among others, the use of a building or structure, 

or a portion thereof, for office, professional or service-type

transactions, including storage of records and accounts.

Business occupancies shall include, but not be limited to,

the following:

Training and skill development not in a school or

academic program (this shall include, but not be 

limited to, tutoring centers, martial arts studios, 

gymnastics and similar uses regardless of the ages 

served, and where not classified as a Group A 

occupancy).

CHAPTER 3 - TRAINING AND SKILL DEVELOPMENT

Change: 2015 IBC provided clarification regarding Group B training And 

skill development applications by expanding the description in Section 304.



CHAPTER 3 –DHS OHA LICENSED FACILITY

308.2 Institutional Group I-1. Institutional Group I-1 occupancy shall include buildings, 

structures or portions thereof for more than 16 persons, excluding staff, who reside on a 

24-hour basis in a supervised environment and receive custodial care. Buildings of 

Group I-1 shall be classified as one of the occupancy conditions specified in Section 

308.2.1 or 308.2.2.

308.2.1 Condition 1. This occupancy condition shall

include buildings in which all persons receiving custodial care who, without any 

assistance, are capable of responding to an emergency situation to complete 

building evacuation. This group shall include, but not be limited to, the 

following:

Congregate living facilities             NOT SUBJECT TO LICENSURE BY DHS/OHA

Halfway houses

Social rehabilitation facilities

308.2.2 Condition 2. This occupancy condition shall include buildings subject to 

licensure by the Oregon Department of Human Services in which there are any 

persons receiving custodial care who require limited verbal or physical 

assistance while responding to an emergency situation to complete building 

evacuation. This group shall include, but not be limited to, the following:

Alcohol and drug centers

Assisted living facilities with or without a Memory

Care Endorsement                                                   

Residential care facilities with or without a Memory

Care Endorsement

Residential treatment facilities          SUBJECT TO LICENSURE BY DHS/OHA

Group homes and facilities

Change: The model code language was adopted early in Oregon

Under the 2014 OSSC. As such, under the new code, many previous Oregon

Amendments now align and have been removed throughout the code.



CHAPTER 3 – DHS/OHA LICENSED FACILITIES

310.5.1 Condition 1. This occupancy condition shall include buildings in which all 

persons receiving custodial care, without any assistance, are capable of responding to 

an emergency situation to complete building evacuation. This group shall include, but 

not be limited to, the following:

Congregate living facilities             NOT SUBJECT TO LICENSURE BY DHS/OHA

Halfway houses

Social rehabilitation facilities

310.5.2 Condition 2. This occupancy condition shall include

buildings subject to licensure by the Oregon Department of Human Services in 

which there are any persons receiving custodial care who require limited verbal 

or physical assistance while responding to an emergency situation to complete

building evacuation. This group shall include, but not be limited

to, the following:

Alcohol and drug centers

Assisted living facilities with or without a Memory

Care Endorsement

Residential care facilities with or without a Memory

Care Endorsement

Residential treatment facilities
Group homes and facilities                SUBJECT TO LICENSURE BY DHS/OHA

Change: The model code language was adopted early in Oregon under

The 2014 OSSC. As such, under the new code, many previous Oregon 

Amendments now align and have been removed.



311.1 Storage Group S. Storage Group S occupancy

includes, among others, the use of a building or structure, 

or a portion thereof, for storage that is not classified as a 

hazardous occupancy.

311.1.1 Accessory storage spaces. A room or space used 

for storage purposes that is accessory to another 

occupancy shall may be classified as part of that 

occupancy.

NOTE: The approach to properly classify these accessory storage 
spaces has now been formalized in the code. Previously, the proper 
classification was often questioned, and was only directly addressed 
in ICC Committee interpretation at the model level. This path helps 
clarify the appropriate designation for the code user.

CHAPTER 3 – ACCESSORY STORAGE SPACES

Change: This modification specifies that all accessory storage spaces

Are permitted to be classified as the same occupancy classification as

The primary occupancy. This was modified in the 2015 iteration and further

Modified in the 2018 iteration. A public code proposal changed the

“shall” to “may” to provide the designer/customer options.



Change: Integration of Fire Code provisions into the 2019 OSSC

Appendix N

Adhoc Committee Process

Resources:

Cross Reference Doc
https://www.oregon.gov/bcd/codes-stand/code-adoption/Documents/19ossc-18ifc-guide.pdf
Tank Authority Interp.
https://www.oregon.gov/bcd/codes-stand/documents/interp-19-01-tanks.pdf
BPV Authority White Paper
https://www.Oregon.gov/bcd/codes-stand/Documents/whitepaper-obpvsc-authority-pressure-piping.pdf

101.2 Scope
The Oregon Structural Specialty Code as adopted by the State of 
Oregon, Building Codes Division, includes portions of the International 
Building Code, the International Fire Code and other nationally adopted 
codes. It does not include provisions of the “State Fire Code” adopted 
under the State Fire Marshal’s statutory authority. Unlike the “State Fire 
Code,” the provisions of the Oregon Structural Specialty Code shall 
apply to the construction, reconstruction, alteration, repair and 
installation of materials and equipment in or a part of buildings and 
structures covered under the state building code.

FIRE CODE INTERGRATION

https://www.oregon.gov/bcd/codes-stand/code-adoption/Documents/19ossc-18ifc-guide.pdf
https://www.oregon.gov/bcd/codes-stand/documents/interp-19-01-tanks.pdf


CHAPTER 4 – 406.3 PRIVATE GARAGES

PRIVATE GARAGE. A building or portion of a building in

which motor vehicles used by the owner or tenants of the

building or buildings on the premises are stored or kept, without

provisions for repairing or servicing such vehicles for

profit.

406.3 Private garages and carports. Private garages and

carports shall comply with Sections 406.2 and 406.3, or they

shall comply with Sections 406.2 and 406.4.

Public garage 

provisions

Notes:
Group U private garages now limited to 1,000  sq. ft.

Previous increase allowance to 3,000 sq. ft. removed

Multiple private garages allowed separated with 1 hour fire barriers

Or construct as public garage.

Change: Change includes new private garage definition, size reduction and

Option to be constructed as public garage.



Chapter 4 – 407.5 Smoke Barriers

Change: Modification to hospital smoke compartment size

407.5.1 Smoke compartment size. Stories shall be
divided into smoke compartments with an area of not more

than 22,500 square feet (2092 m2) in Group I-2 occupancies.

Exceptions:
1. A smoke compartment in Group I-2, Condition 2

is permitted to have an area of not more than

40,000 square feet (3716 m2) provided that all

patient sleeping rooms within that smoke compartment

are configured for single patient occupancy

and any suite within the smoke

compartment complies with Section 407.4.4.

2. A smoke compartment in Group I-2, Condition 2

without patient sleeping rooms is permitted to

have an area of not more than 40,000 square feet

308.3.1.2 Condition 2. This occupancy condition shall
include facilities that provide nursing and medical care

and could provide emergency care, surgery, obstetrics

or in-patient stabilization units for psychiatric or detoxification,

including but not limited to hospitals


